January, 1912 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 























Published under the Direction of Rev. P. Lucas, 0.$.B., 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mio. 
































KARR SUPPLY CO. 


Home Office: St. Louis Office : 
Belleville, Ill. 737 Century Bldg. 


Steam & Hot Water Heating Contractors. 


Correspondence solicited. Estimates furnished. 





The Will & Baumer Company 


The Candle Manufacturers 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Makers of the famous 


“PURISSIMA BRAND” 


AND 


e « « “ALTAR BRAND” 


Beeswax Candles 
If you have not yet tried our Vigil Lights, we shall be pleased 
to send sample. 


BRANCHES 
New York Chicago 





Beginning with January 1, 1912, the subscription for “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” to Canada and foreign countries, will be 60 cents instead 
of 50 cents, on account of the additional postage required for mailing. 


Please patronize our advertisers 

















Innsbruck. ee Vienna. 


Tyrolese Art Glass Co. 


INNSBRUCK STAINED GLASS ,x” MOSAICS 


Please inspect our Mosaics in the 


Benedictine Convent Chapel, Clyde, Mo. 
and 


St. Joseph’s Church, Jasper, Ind. 


Apply Mr. Theodore Rose, 
25 West Broadway 


corner Barclay Street, 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Send for our estimate and catalogues. 





AAIAISIIRIBIBIIEIEAIOIOIOII II I II II I i lai ii i iM i ai lai lait alta 


Four Martyrs of Tonkin 
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By Rev. M. B. Cotuonay, O.P. 
Cloth, gilt title, $1.00 
The four heroes of this volume belonged to the Dominican 
Province of the Holy Rosary, in the Philippine Islands, and 
the reading of their lives will disclose features which should be 
interesting to the Catholics of our country. 
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FARIA Ma ie 





Pee ee es ee ee ee ee eS ee ee 
PRR RRR TEE TIE TET TERETE TRE 


eae 


ARAM AAAI ERASER IERIE TERETE IER IEEE REE IA 





























“Joseph took the Child and His Mother by night, and retired into Egypt.” 
(Matt. ii. 14) 
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Solemn Consecration 
of Our Adoration Chapel. 





O all our dear friends and readers, we herewith joyfully announce that 
the long-awaited, solemn consecration of our adoration chapel took 
place on Wednesday, the 15th of November. Rt. Rev. Abbot Frowin O.S.B., 
acted as consecrator, having been authorized to do so by a special tele- 
gram from the Holy Father. The sublime ceremonies of the consecration 
of the chapel and high altar took fully five hours. Solemnly and impress- 
ively resounded through the beautiful edifice the strains of the choral psalms 
and antiphons, rendered by the Benedictine Fathers of Conception Abbey. 
Again and again were intoned the inspiring words: “O quam metuendus 
est locus iste; vere non est hic aliud, nisi domus Dei, et porta coeli.”.... 
“Domus mea domus orationis vocabitur, etc.”. . . .“How dreadful is this place! 
Truly this is none other than the house of God and the gate of heaven.” 
“My house shall be called the house of prayer.” A consecrated church, 
and in particular our adoration chapel, is, indeed, a house of God and for 
many a gate of heaven. 

St. Benedict's altar was consecrated by Rt. Rev. Abbot Innocent, O.S.B., 
of Atchison, Kans. The Rt. Rev. Abbot Athanasius, O.S.B., of St. Meinrad. 
Ind. consecrated the altars of Our Lady of Sorrows and that of St. Joseph. 
{A consecrated altar must be constructed of stone from its very foundation.) 

Our Rt. Rev. Bishop, M. F. Burke, D.D., officiated at the solemn ponti- 
fical Mass, and preached an eloquent dedicatory sermon. A large number 
of priests honored the impressive celebration by their presence, also the 
Rt. Rev. Mgr. C. Linnenkamp V. G., of St. Joseph, Mo., and Rt. Rev. Mgr. 
A. Kuhls of Kansas City, Kans. 
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Our High Altar. 


Our high altar is simple but beautiful, and solidly constructed of pure 
white Carrara marble. It is embellished with six mosaic panels, and four 
precious metal-embossed symbols of the Evangelists. The magnificent 
throne and tabernacle are truly masterpieces of the goldsmith’s art. Our 
Divine Lord will certainly bless the benefactors who have helped to erect 
an altar, a throne worthy, humanly speaking, of our Eucharistic King. 


The Monstrance. 


We are sincerely grateful for the generous contributions 
of jewelry we have received, especially during November. Many 
persons brought the heroic sacrifice to part with a treasured re- 
membrance of dear departed parents and relatives. What a 
glorious reward will be theirs! 

We desire to express our warmest thanks to each and 
every contributor. The donors gave their gifts in secret to 
the hidden God. They do not desire the reward of human 
praise; therefore, the Lord will bless them abundantly. 

A fhumber of inquiries were made whether there would 
be an opportunity for sending articles of jewelry later than 
the first of December. As the design for the new monstrance 
will probably not be completed before the end of February, the 
time for sending contributions will be prolonged until the 
middle of February or the first of March. 


As near as can be judged, about one pound of gold is yet 
needed. Anyone still wishing to contribute old rings or golden 
articles of jewelry, is kindly requested not to postpone doing so 
later than the first of March. The monstrance will be made 
in Europe, and it may take a year until it is finished. In due 
time a representation of it will appear in ‘“Tabernacle and Pur- 


gatory.”’ 
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Good Wishes for the New Year! 





] HAPPY and blessed New Year do we wish to all our readers, 
solicitors and benefactors. May this new year be for 
us all, a year of salvation, of grace and of God’s mercy. 
. = May we become strong in love to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the most Blessed Sacrament. May our hearts constantly beat 
for that hidden God. May we oftener think of Him, work for 
Him and receive Him more frequently. May the holy sacrifice 
of Mass be for us an inexhaustible fountain of grace, and finally, 
may the Blessed Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ be also our 
Mother in grace and mercy. May we truly become her children 
in love and affection. These blessings we wish you, dear readers, 
benefactors, and solicitors of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.”’ 

We need your assistance to circulate our magazine, the end 
and aim of which is above all to promote love and devotion to the 
most Holy Eucharist. How much good our periodical has already 
done, can be seen from the numberless letters we receive. How 
many Christians go to Holy Communion more frequently since 
reading our booklet. How many are instructed, enlightened and 
stimulated by its pages. The incredible influence a good publica- 
tion, and edifying book may have on a well-disposed person, is 
plainly shown in the life of St. Theresa. 

We know of this Saint, that in early childhood, attracted by 
her pious father’s example, she found great delight in reading 
spiritual books. The stories of martyrs, in particular, made so 
vivid an impression on her and on her like-minded, pious brother 
that both, at the age of seven, fled from their parents’ home, 
intending to gain the crown of martyrdom among the Moors. 
They had gone quite a distance on their journey, when Divine 
Providence, by means of a relative, led them back again to their 
father’s house. Such was the fruit of reading. But this may 
likewise be said when we behold the same Theresa, whose child- 
hood gave promise of future sanctity, at the age of thirteen or 
fourteen suddenly become vain and lukewarm. She herself as- 
cribed the reason for this change, aside from associating with 
worldly-minded companions, to the reading of novels and other 
dangerous books. The blossom of sanctity which, under the in- 
fluence of good books, had so beautifully unfolded, threatened to 
perish by its contact with bad books. 

Again it was through good literature, that her first fervor 
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was renewed. Having returned ill from a boarding-school, she 
stopped a few days with an uncle, who, like her father, zealously 
applied himself to the reading of religious books, and now fre- 
quently conversed with Theresa about the sublime truths therein 
contained. Surrounded by this salutary influence, and when 
reading the Letters of St. Jerome, Theresa resolved to aim at 
higher perfection, and embraced the religious state, of which she 
became so brilliant an ornament. 

If you frequently read our magazine, you will love it, and 
will be spurred on in doing good. To solicit subscribers, it is true, 
is often connected with difficulties. But do not let this deter you 
for you know it is for the honor of God. Much can be accom- 
plished with a good, resolute will. 

To show our appreciation for the efforts and trouble con- 
nected with soliciting, we will give the following premiums for 


NEW subscriptions paid in advance : 

For 3 new subscribers, an English or German prayer book 
with red edges. 

For 5 new subseribers, a gold-chained rosary. 

For 8 new subscribers, a copy of ‘‘Father Paul of Moll.’’ 


We. request our esteemed readers, when sending new sub- 
scribers, to please mention whether the booklet is desired in 
German or English, and to give the name and full address plainly 
written, with post office, street and number, or rural route. 
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Che Crue Doctrine of the Church, 
Regarding Frequent and Daily Holy Communion. 





ITHOUT Jesus Christ, there is no salvation for the world. 

He is, and eternally will be, the only Savior of the 
(GJ world. But the Savior abides in our midst as truly as 
when He walked about teaching in Palestine. Why, 
then, do we seek Him elsewhere? As man, He abides in no other 
place on earth than in the most Blessed Sacrament. As He said, 
when He made His humble appearance during His mortal life, 
“‘Blessed is he that shall not be scandalized in Me,’’ and in spite 
of My extreme lowliness acknowledges Me as his Lord and God 
and Savior, so does He say even now in a form more humble still : 
Blessed is he that shall not be scamdalized in Me under the ap- 
pearance of bread. Under this appearance, too, He is, and re- 
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mains the only Savior and Redeemer. Till the end of time He is 
veiled under the appearance of bread, in order to be the nourish- 
ment of our soul, and as such He desired to continue and complete 
the work of his redemption for each and every one till the day of 
judgment. 

No Betterment without Holy Communion. 

Let us, therefore, seek no other Savior or Redeemer for the 
great miseries and tribulations of the present day, than Jesus under 
the appearance of bread, Jesus in Holy Communion. To expect 
the times to become better without Holy Communion, would be 
gross self-deception. A self-deception no less fatal would it be, 
were a person to maintain his own opinion regarding the reception 
of Holy Communion, and not follow the only true, infallible, official 
doctrine of the Church. The Church teaches that if Holy Com- 
munion is to produce the full effect of grace in each individual, it 
is to be received frequently, even daily, and that there will be no 
help for the world at large until frequent and daily Communion 
becomes a general practice among Christians of every rank and 
state. 

It is, therefore, a matter of greatest importance that all the 
faithful should know the express and determinative teaching of 
the Church in this regard, for the Holy Father has very much at 
heart that the practice of daily Communion, so salutary and so 
pleasing to God, should be spread among the faithful. The prop- 
agation and practice of this doctrine is a strict duty for all priests : 
“‘Parish priests, confessors and preachers, are frequently and with 
great zeal to exhort (multoque studio et crebris admonttionibus) 
the faithful to this devout and salutary practice’ (Decree of Dec. 
20, 1905). In the same decree the Holy Father says: ‘‘Confess- 
ors, however, are to be careful not to dissuade any one from 
frequent and daily Communion, provided that he is in the state 
of grace and approaches with a right intention.”’ 

From this we see that the Pope seriously means to introduce 
again among the faithful in these difficult and dangerous times, 
the teaching and practice of daily Communion, which has been 
received by the apostles and their successors from Christ Himself. 

Where can we find the clear and definite teaching of the 
Church regarding frequent and daily Communion ? 

In the papal decree of December 20, 1905: On receiving daily 
the most Holy Eucharist. 
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1. Teaching of Christ Regarding Daily Communion. 


What does our Divine Lord teach regarding Holy Com- 
munion ? 

Our Divine Lord teaches: “‘I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
forever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of 
the world. Amen, amen, I say unto you, except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, and drink His blood, you shall not have life 
in you.. He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath 
everlasting life, and I will raise him up in the last day. For My 
flesh is meat indeed and My blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
My flesh and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me andIinhim. As 
the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father, so he 
that eateth Me, the same also shall live by Me. This is the bread 
that came down from heaven. Notas your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead, he that eateth this bread, shall live forever’ 
(John vi. 51-60). 

What follows from these words ? 

‘From this comparison of the food of angels with bread and 
with the manna, it was easily to be understood by His disciples 
that, as the body is daily nourished with bread, and as the He- 
brews were daily nourished with manna in the desert, so the 
Christian soul might daily partake of this heavenly bread, and be 
refreshed thereby’’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

From what other words of Christ do we learn that Holy 
Communion is to be considered as the daily nourishment of the 
soul ? 

From the words of the Lord’s Prayer: Give us this day our 
daily bread; for “‘the Holy Fathers of the Church all but unani- 
mously teach that by these words must be understood, not so 
much the material bread which is the support of the body, as the 
Eucharistic bread which ought to be our daily food’’ (Decree, 


Dec. 20, 1905). 


2. Doctrine of the Church Regarding Daily Communion. 


What is the teaching of the Church regarding the reception 
of daily Holy Communion? 

The Church teaches and earnestly desires ‘‘that all the faithful 
should daily approach the sacred banquet, and should derive 
therefrom abundant fruit for their sanctification’’ (Decree, Dec. 
20, 1905). 
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But why does the Church bind the faithful under pain of mor- 
tal sin, to receive Holy Communion once a year? 

“‘This command,’’ says Leo XIII.,* ‘‘was given by the Church 
with great reluctance, and signifies but that, which is absolutely 
necessary for salvation.’’ : 

For what reasons does Christ, our Lord, and the Catholic 
Church desire that all the faithful should daily approach this 
sacred banquet ? 

‘Chiefly, that the faithful being united to God by means of 
this Sacrament, may thence derive strength: 

I. To resist their sensual passions; 

2. To cleanse themselves from the stains of daily faults; 

3. To avoid the graver sins to which human frailty is liable’’ 
(Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

What name has the Council of Trent, therefore, applied to 
the Holy Eucharist? 

The Council of Trent calls the Holy Eucharist ‘‘the antidote 
whereby we are delivered from daily faults, and preserved from 
deadly sins.’’ 

Which opinion regarding the purpose of Holy Communion is 
therefore false ? 

It is false to believe ‘‘that the primary purpose of Holy Com- 
munion is that the honor and reverence due to our Lord may be 
safeguarded, or that the Sacrament may serve as a reward of 
virtue bestowed on the recipients’’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

What has the Sovereign Pontiff decided for the entire Church, 
once for all? 

The Holy Father has determined and declared: ‘‘Frequent 
and daily Communion, as a thing most earnestly desired by Christ, 
our Lord, and by the Catholic Church, should be open to all the 
faithful, of whatever rank and condition of life; so that no one 
who is in the state of grace, and who approaches the holy table 
with a right and devout intention, can lawfully be hindered there- 
from’’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 


3. Conditions for the Reception of Daily holy Communion. 
What are the conditions for the reception of datly Holy Com- 
munion ? 
Only two, namely: 
I. The state of sanctifying grace, that is, being free from 


* Encyclical ‘‘Mire caritatis,” May 28, 1902. 
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every mortal sin, with the firm purpose of never sinning grievously 
in the future; 

2. A right and devout intention. 

Wherein does the right intention consist ? 

‘The right intention consists in this: that he who approaches 
the holy table should do so, not out of routine, or vain-glory, or 
human respect, but for the purpose of pleasing God, of being more 
closely united with Him by charity, and of seeking this divine 
remedy for his weaknesses and defects” (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

Is there more required for receiving Communion daily, than 
receiving but once a year? 

No, for these two conditions are absolutely necessary for 
every Communion. 

Are there not various other requirements mentioned in many 
books, even in such as were written by holy and learned men ? 

Yes; these, however, must not be taken as standards, as they 
were written at a time when the question regarding the conditions 
required for the daily reception of Holy Communion had not yet 
been decided upon by the Holy See in the decree mentioned. 

In what respect ts the teaching of these ecclesiastical writers 
not authoritative ? 

Inasmuch, that it makes no distinction between the disposition 
that is necessary and that which is desirable, but can not be re- 
quired as necessary for daily Communion. 

Is tt not better to postpone daily Communion, until one has 
acquired that perfect disposition ? 

No, for the decree teaches: “If they have the sincere purpose 
of never grievously sinning in future, it is impossible but that 
daily communicants should gradually emancipate themselves even 
from venial sins, and from all affection thereto.’’ 

Are venial sins no obstacle for daily Communion ? 

No; “although it is most expedient that those who commu- 
nicate frequently or daily should be free from venial sins, especi- 
ally from such as are fully deliberate, and from any affection 
thereto, nevertheless, it is sufficient that they be free from mortal 
sin, with the purpose of never grievously sinning in the future”’ 
(Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

Is it then not necessary to go to confession before every Com- 
munion ? 

No, although many Christians have this erroneous opinion; 
for venial sins are also remitted by contritely receiving Holy 
Communion. Confession is only then necessary, and is then al- 
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ways necessary, if a person has committed a mortal sin; frequent 
confession, however, as, once a week, once a fortnight, or every 
month, is advisable, if special circumstances do not render it im- 
possible or very difficult. There are devout and conscientious 
souls in every parish, who should not call too often on the busy 
parish priest for confession. Many priests would be more willing 
to foster daily Communion if the frequent hearing of confessions 
would not be too burdensome. Many of the faithful can easily 
imitate the good and zealous priests who go to confession not often- 
er than once in two or three weeks. 

In order to communicate frequently and daily, ts not the per- 
misston of the confessor required ? 

No, daily Communion is granted by the Holy Father himself, 
to all the faithful who comply with the above mentioned condi- 
tions; however, ‘‘the confessor’s advice should be asked’”’ ( Decree, 
Dec. 20, 1905). 

Why should the confessor's advice be asked ? 

“That the practice of frequent and daily Communion may 
be carried out with greater prudence and more abundant merit’’ 
(Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). A person could easily deceive himself in 
regard to his intention, while he who is obedient-cannot go astray, 
and adds to his good deed, the merit of obedience, so pleasing 
to God. 

What does the papal decree say regarding the preparation 
and thanksgiving ? 

‘Care is to be taken that Holy Communion be preceded by 
serious preparation, and followed by a suitable thanksgiving, 
according to each one’s strength, circumstances, and duties’’ 
(Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

What do the last words signify ? 

They signify that not the same amount of time or degree of 
piety, etc., can be expected from all, from religious and the laity, 
from children and grown people. 


4. Daily Communion of Children. 
Ts the decree also meant for children ? 
Yes; ‘‘the frequent reception of Communion is recommended 
even to children, who, when once* admitted to the holy table, 
ought not to be hindered, but, on the contrary, exhorted thereto, 


* According to the rules laid down in the Roman Cathechism, 
chap. iv. No. 63, 
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the contrary practice anywhere prevailing being condemned” 
(Answer of Sac. C. C. Sept. 15, 1906). 

Ts tt not to be feared that children do not receive this Sacra- 
ment with fitting reverence ? 

The prime object of Holy Communion is not our Lord’s honor 
and glory, but, 

I. To conquer the passions which arise in the child, or have 
already arisen, and by daily Communion lose their intensity; 

2. To extinguish venial sins, into which on account of their 
levity, children fall more easily than grown people; 

3. To preserve from mortal sin, in particular from sins against 
holy purity, which a young person will seldom escape except 
through frequent and daily Communion; on the other hand, as 
experience teaches, chastity is easily preserved by perseveringly 
and daily partaking of the food of angels. 

What duty then have parents and tutors ? 

Parents and tutors have the duty to enable children who 
desire it, to receive Holy Communion frequently and daily when- 
ever possible; they may in no manner prevent them, but should 
rather exhort and encourage them thereto. 


5. Privileges in Favor of Daily Communion. 

What special privileges does the Church grant to those who 
communicate frequently ? 

“‘Those who in the state of grace and with a right intention 
communicate daily or at least five times a week, are able to gain 
plenary indulgences, even though they go toconfession only once 
a fortnight, or once a month, or even less often’’—for the decree 
puts no limit (Pius X., Feb. 14, 1906). 

What privileges does the Church grant to sick people who can 
not remain fasting ? 

‘Sick people who have been laid up for a month, with ut 
any sure prospect of speedy convalescence, are allowed to receive 
the Holy Eucharist, although they have taken -ome nourishment 
since midnight after the manner of drinking;* and that once or 
twice a week, if the Blessed Sacrament be kept in the house; if 
not, once or twice a month’”’ (Pius X., Dec. 7, 1906). 


*It has been explained that such things as chocolate, cocoa, 
coffee, soup containing bread crumbs, tea, and the like, are covered 
by the expression, “‘after the manner of drinking.” Of course, med- 
icine is also included. 
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What privileges have confessors, who are members of the 
*“Priests’ Eucharistic League ?” 

By a favor without precedent, confessors enrolled in this 
league can impart to those of their penitents who are accustomed 
to communicate daily, or nearly so, a plenary indulgence once a 
week (Pius X., Aug. 10, 1906). 


6. Daily Communion in History. 


[s not the doctrine of daily Communion for the faithful some- 
thing entirely new ? 

It is as old as the Church herself, for it was taught and put 
into practice by the apostles, who best understood the designs of 
our Lord. 

What is known to us from the early centuries ? 

The first Christians, at the time of the apostles as well as in 
later ages, communicated daily, ‘‘as the Holy Fathers and eccle- 
siastical writers bear witness’’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). Thus St. 
Jerome even in the fifth century writes, “‘I know that at Rome 
the practice prevails, to receive Holy Communion daily.’’ In the 
ninth century, during the time of Charlemagne, it was customary 
to receive but once a week. 

Why was there a constant decrease in the practice of daily Com- 
munion in the course of centuries ? 

Because piety grew more and more cold, until the great fall- 
ing away from faith, at the time of the so-called ‘‘reformation.”’ 

What did the Church declare at the Council of Trent ? 

At the Council of Trent, in 1562, the Church solemnly de- 
clared: ‘‘The holy Synod would desire that at every Mass the 
faithful who are present should communicate, not only spiritually 
but sacramentally’’ (Sess. 22, c. 6). 

What new enemies then arose against frequent Communion ? 

The Jansenists, who taught that out of reverence to the Holy 
Eucharist it should be received but seldom, and who made the 
most stringent conditions for the reception of frequent Commun- 
ion; ‘‘nay, to such a pitch was rigorism carried, that whole classes 
of persons were excluded from a frequent approach to the holy 
table, for instance, those who were engaged in trade, or even those 
who were living in the state of matrimony’”’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

What measures were thereupon taken by the Holy See ? 

Pope Innocent XI., in 1679, condemned these errors, and the 
same was done by various other popes. . 

Was the voice of the Church heeded ? 
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“The poison of Jansenism, which had infected the minds even 
of good men, did not entirely disappear. The controversy as to 
the dispositions requisite for the lawful and laudable frequentation 
of the Sacrament survived the declarations of the Holy See; so 
much so, indeed, that certain theologians of good repute judged 
that daily Communion should be allowed to the faithful ones in 
rare cases, and under many conditions’’ (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

Was the true doctrine then entirely lost ? 

No, for ‘‘there were not wanting men of learning and piety 
(among others Mgr. de Segur), who maintained that there was 
no precept of the Church which prescribed more perfect dispo- 
sitions in the case of daily than of weekly or monthly Communion" 
(Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

How did our Holy Father, Pius X., decide this question ? 

Being earnestly requested for a decision, Pius X. issued a 
decree on December 20, 1905, in which the true doctrine of the 
Church is clearly and definitely set forth, and in which the ques- 
tion as to what is required for daily Communion, is once for all 
decided for the whole Church. 

Has this decree legal power ? 

Yes, it has legal power for the Catholics of all countries, and 
the regulations therein contained are binding under pain of sin. 

Does it also bind under pain of sin, to communicate daily ? 

No, for that would be an error condemned by the Church. 
Only the Easter Communion and the Holy Viaticum are obliga- 
tory under pain of mortal sin, but it contains the doctrine, that 
Christ our Lord and the Catholic Church, earnestly desire daily 
Communion for all the faithful. 

Does not monthly or weekly Communion suffice ? 

Previous to the issuing of the papal decree, weekly, or even 
monthly Communion might have been considered as a sign of 
exceptional zeal; however, since the question has been decided, 
it can no longer be considered frequent. 

But did not St. Aloysius and many other saints content themselves 
with weekly Communion ? 

At that time, the time of general decay, weekly Communion 
was considered as very frequent, and even in religious Orders 
was a sign of great fervor and zeal. 


7. Tuferences and Objections. 


May we say, that to communicate daily ts too often? 
No, for that were blind presumption, and would mean that 
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we understand things better than Christ and the Church, it would 
mean that we consider ourselves sufficiently strong without going 
to Jesus so often. 

May anyone say that to recetve Communion daily, ts to go to ex- 
tremes ? 

No, for such a reproach would fall on the Church who sets 
forth this doctrine, it would fall on the Holy Ghost Who teaches 
the faithful through the Church, it would fall on our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who earnestly desires it. 

May it be said that daily Communion ts only suitable for the virt- 
uous ? 

No, for daily Communion is not merely an act of piety, but 
is for the soul, what the daily bread is for the body; it is not a 
reward for virtue, but a means, and in fact, the most powerful 
means to remain virtuous or to become so. 

What may be said, tf despite our daily Communion, we make no 
progress in virtue ? 

Asthe daily bread produces but slow and imperceptible growth 
of the body, so does daily Communion effect the spiritual.growth 
in the soul which, by the regular and persevering reception of 
this heavenly food, is preserved from death, that is, from mortal 
sin. 

What guilt do they commit, who oppose the papal decree, or act 
contrary to its regulations ? 

They violate the obedience they owe to the supreme author- 
ity of the Church, they offend and wound the Heart of our Divine 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, by putting to nought His most 
loving and merciful designs; they do an immeasurable injury to 
souls by depriving them of the most efficacious means of grace 
for a virtuous, Christian life. 

What reply may be made to all other objections ? 

1. That we submit entirely to the teaching of the Church, and 
must, therefore, do away with all prejudice and undue fears; 

2. That the care for our salvation is of greater importance 
than all other affairs; 

3. That we must also render an account for the graces that 
were offered to us, but which we rejected. 

Which obstacles only, can rightfully hinder from frequent 
and daily Communion ? 

There are but three, namely : 

I. The state of mortal sin, but we have access to the tribunal 
of penance at all times; 
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2. A want of the right intention; however, it lies in every 
person’s power to have a right intention; 

3. Utter impossibility; such may actually be the case at 
times, namely: a great many people live too far away from the 
church, etc., but whatever may be accomplished with a good will 
and some self-denial, must not be considered as impossible. 

What glorious promise has our Divine Lord made to those 
who hear the voice of the Church, and as far as posstble follow 
the summons of His Divine Heart? 

To them especially do these words apply: “‘He that eateth 
My flesh and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me and I in him,”’ 
that is, he remains in sanctifying grace. ‘“‘He that eateth My 
flesh and drinketh My blood, hath everlasting life, and I will raise 


him up in the last day’”’ (John vi. 55, 57). 


Prayer for the Furtherance of the Pious Custom of Daily Communion. 


O most sweet Jesus, who hast come into the world to give 
all souls the life of Thy grace, and Who, to preserve and increase 
it in them, hast willed to be the daily remedy of their infirmity 
and their food for each day; we humbly beseech Thee, by Thy 
Heart so burning with love for us, to pour Thy Divine Spirit upon 
all souls, in order that those who have the misfortune to be in the 
state of mortal sin may, returning to Thee, find the life of grace 
which they have lost; and that those who are already living by 
this divine life may approach devoutly Thy holy table every day, 
when it is possible; so that, receiving each day in Holy Commun- 
ion the antidote of their daily venial sins, and each day sustaining 
in themselves the life of Thy grace and thus purifying themselves 
always the more, they may finally come to a happy life with 
Thee. Amen. 


Indulgence of 300 days once a day, to all who devoutly repeat 
this prayer daily, and a plenary indulgence on any day at choice 
once a month, on the usual conditions. Applicable to the souls in 
purgatory (Pius X., June 3, 1905). 


Examples of Daily Communion. 





Desire for Daily Gommunion. 

St. Catherine of Siena communicated daily. When in obe- 
dience to her spiritual director she one time abstained from Holy 
Communion, she suffered the severest pains in all her members, 
for the union of her body with the sacred body of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, was her health and strength. Raymund of Capua, among 
all her directors, afforded her the greatest consolation, because 
he always permitted her to communicate daily. Ina burst of fer- 
vor, she often said to him, ‘‘Father, Iam hungry; for God's sake 
give my soul nourishment.’’ One day she had recourse to several 
priests, all of whom refused to give her Holy Communion. She 
humbly begged the acolyte who served the last Mass, to ask the 
priest to give her Holy Communion, but he refused even to tell 
him. She waited, however, with holy longing, and behold, our 
Divine Lord Himself, with His own hand gave her His sacred 
body. Before Holy Communion she usually sobbed and wept, 
and it was impossible for her to conceal her emotion. Pope 
Gregory IX. granted her the favor, that at all times and wherever 
she might be, a priest could offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass 
and give her Holy Communion. 


Koly Communion of Tmperfect Souls. 


Marceau, the captain of a battle-ship, towards the end of his 
life received Holy Communion daily. Thecrew became indignant 
at this. One day the captain assembled them and said, ‘‘You 
should rejoice instead of murmuring, because if I did not com- 
municate daily, I would cast you overboard at your least offence’’ 
(the captain was naturally quick-tempered). We often complain 
about the small faults of those who communicate daily, but do 
not think of the great sins into which they would fall were they 
to omit Holy Communion. 


The Fire of Hippocrates. 


A pestilence was raging inGreece. Hippocrates ordered that 
great fires should be kindled everywhere, which would purify the 
air and check the devastation. 

Thus also would the corruption of the world destroy and de- 
vastate, had God not enkindled everywhere the fire of the most 
Blessed Sacrament, which preserves us from the universal con- 
tagion. 

Prejudice against Daily Communion. 

After his conversion, General de Lamoriciére was one day at 
Paris, discoursing with his pious daughter and his pastor about 
frequent Communion. ‘‘In my opinion,’”’ he said, ‘‘we ought 
not communicate often.’’ The priest answered, ‘We are, indeed, 
not worthy of frequent Communion, but we are in need of it. 
Holy Communion is not a reward of virtue, but the means to en- 
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able us to live virtuously.’’ After a little reflection the General 
said to the priest, ‘“‘Father, a thousand apparent reasons have 
been proposed to me against frequent Communion, you have given 
me but one true reason in its favor. That suffices.’’ Turning to 
his daughter he continued, ‘‘Receive Holy Communion as often 
as youcan.’’ And he himself from that time forward frequently 
accompanied her to the holy table; and when receiving Holy 
Communion, this man who had calmly braved the greatest dan- 
gers on the battle-field, shed tears of emotion. 


Daily Communion Ts Pleasing to Our Divine Lord. 


Immediately after her conversion St. Catherine of Genoa was 
seized with a vehement desire for Holy Communion. She begged 
for permission to communicate daily, and our Divine Lord Him- 
self inspired her director, to grant herthis favor. Heevendeigned 
to testify by a number of miracles, how pleasing this practice was 
to Him; for often when the privilege was denied her and Catherine 
was afflicted thereat, the priest would summon her to approach 
the holy table. When she did not communicate, she felt an un- 
speakable sadness and such spiritual and bodily dejection, that it 
was feared she would die. 

This same Saint envied no one on earth but priests, who 
daily consecrate, handle and receive the Blessed Sacrament, 
while she would willingly have traveled miles on foot in order to 
be able to receive the Lord. And she really did travel an hour 
every morning to receive Holy Communion during the time the 
Interdict rested on the city of Genoa, and the greatness of her 
love made her forget all weariness and fatigue. 


ow We Gan Find Cime for Daily Communion. 


General de Sonis, who died Aug. 15, 1887, himself related 
how he found time to receive Holy Communion even during his 
military expeditions. ‘‘During our expeditions in the French- 
German war,’’ he writes to a friend, ‘‘when galloping through 
towns or villages early in the morning, we (he and his friend, 
Captain Robert) notice a church tower, we both alight, enter 
the church, and ask a priest to give us Holy Communion. Having 
received the Blessed Sacrament, we remount our horses, for the 
time is not at our disposal, and make our thanksgiving in the 
saddle during our march...’’ 

Does not such zeal put to shame the lukewarmness of so many 
Christians, who fear to spend a short half hour or even fifteen 
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minutes for our Lord, under the pretext that they have no time? 
Why has God given us time, if not for His service? Or is there 
anything more important than to work for the salvation of our 
soul? 

Christian people, Christian youth, let this be your firm reso- 
lution at the beginning of the New Year, to approach the holy 
table daily or as often as possible, and you will bless the day on 
which you have heeded the voice of Christ and His Vicar on earth. 


The foregoing article ““The True Doctrine of the Church Re- 
garding Frequent and Daily Communion,” is so clear and simple that 
it can easily be understood by a child, and is excellent for a wide 
circulation among the people. Will be off the press in a week or two, 
in small pamphlet form, either English or German. 

Price per copy 5 cts.; 10 copies 30 cts.; 100 copies $2.50. 

A vast amount of good can be effected by circulating this little 
pamphlet. 


Ai Monstrance Made of Royal Ornaments. 





At the court of Queen Elizabeth of England, was a youth, 
Conrad von Gemmingen, who had been placed there to serve as 
apage. He was descended from a noble family of Bavaria and in 
those days it was customary that the sons of noblemen be sent 
at an early age to the courts of other nobles or sovereigns, to be 
trained in etiquette and elegance of manners. On account of his 
innocence and pleasant disposition, Conrad was a special favorite 
of the queen. On one occasion, at a court-festivity, the queen 
appeared in all her royal splendor, adorned with jewels, pearls 
and diamonds. Conrad had never before seen such grandeur. 
Noticing his astonishment, the queen smiled and said to him, ‘‘Do 
you admire these jewels, Conrad?’’ ‘‘Oh, yes!’’ he exclaimed. 
“‘And would you like to have them for yourself?’’ As he again 
answered in the affirmative, the queen remarked pleasantly, ‘‘Very 
well, when you become a prince, I will present them to you.”’ 

Many years had passed. Queen Elizabeth had long forgotten 
her words, but Conrad kept them faithfully in his mind. He had 
returned to his native country and devoted himself to the ecclesi- 
astical state. In the course of time he had become Canon of the 
cathedral of Eichstadt, then Coadjutor to Bishop Caspar, and in 
1595 hesucceeded to the episcopacy of St. Willibald; he had now be- 
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come a prince of the Church. In accordance with the prevailing 
custom, he notified the various courts of his elevation to the epis- 
copacy. He also sent a messenger to the court of England, at 
the same time reminding the queen (more out of politeness than 
because he expected her to keep her promise) of her words that 
she would present him with her ornaments when he became a 
prince. 

Queen Elizabeth, although a protestant, was greatly pleased 
that her prediction had come true, and was too proud not to keep 
her promise to a Catholic bishop. With congratulations she sent 
him the ornaments she had worn at that particular court-festivity. 
Bishop Conrad was delighted to receive this precious gift, but did 
not wish to keep it for himself. In gratitude he presented it to 
the King of kings, and decided it should be used for the adorn- 
of a monstrance. A goldsmith at Augsburg worked at it an entire 
year, from July 27, 1610 to July 23, 1611. It was a beautiful work 
of art. 

This monstrance, unfortunately, did not survive the confisca- 
tion of church property at the beginning of the last century. It 
was seized by the government, sold and smelted. 


A happy Christmas Once More After Many Years. 





r. N. was the wealthy proprietor of a large foundry, 
whose powerful sledge-hammers pounded away so as- 
siduously the few remaining days before Christmas, as 


though they were hastening to complete their work 
before the great and holy feast. In his intercourse with others, 


this ge ntleman was usually very reserved almost sullen, neverthe- 
less, he had a kind, charitable heart. He had been reared in 
poverty, but by industry, temperance, and economy had worked 
his way up uatil he acquired a considerable fortune, and estab- 
lished one of the f remost industries in that part of the country. 

One thing only was wanting to him,—faith. He entered on 
his career with the limited knowledge of religion he had obtained 
in the elementary schools, and while intent on completing his 
education in other branches, he made no progress with respect 
to religion; on the contrary, his ambition and eagerness to acquire 
wealth, left him no time to think of his salvation. Moreover, his 
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constant business transactions with indifferent Christians and 
enemies of the Church, estranged him ever more and more from 
his religion, until finally he neglected his Christian duties alto- 
gether. It was said of Mr. N. as of so many others of his class, 
‘‘He is no practical Catholic.’’ Attending church, receiving the 
sacraments, prayer—all these were things of the past. 

Once again it was Christmas. Our wealthy friend, feeble 
and bowed down with the weight of years, lay very ill. In spite 
of his riches, he experienced no happiness. Often he had envied 
the contentment of the simple laborer, who, with such relish, 
partook of the frugal meal he carried in his tin bucket. The 
more he realized that his end was drawing nigh, the more dis- 
couraged, disconsolate, and spiritually abandoned did he feel. His 
good and faithful servants recommended him fervently to the 
mercy of God, but ventured not to speak to him of church, priest 
or sacraments. On Christmas eve he had remembered each of 
his men with a gift; an envelope containing a handsome sum for 
a Christmas present, was added to every one’s wages. Although 
he himself experienced no Christmas joy, he wished that at least 
the families of his employees should be happy on that day. 

After lying awake a long time, he finally fell into a light 
slumber. Was it a dream, or had the beautiful years of his in- 
nocence and happy childhood returned? He saw before him his 
poor, but pious parents, and found himself again in the cozy 
family-circle. All were full of joy on Christmas as together they 
went to the midnight Mass and offered to God their prayers of 
gratitude; again they knelt together at the holy table that blessed 
night, and after a fervent thanksgiving, returned home before 
day-break, where they were united in a joyful feast. 

Ah, those were truly happy days! But they had passed 
away; his dear parents, his brothers and sisters were here no 
more, the happiness and pious faith of his childhood had long 
disappeared. He awoke for a moment, glanced about him and 
saw the splendid mantel, the heavy silken draperies—wealth and 
plenty on all sides, and yet his heart was void and desolate. 

He fell asleep again. This time he had anotherdream. He 
found himself in his grand apartment, but it was suddenly trans- 
formed. The rich paintings that hung on the walls had disap- 
peared, and given way to a large, beautiful steel engraving of 
Leonard da Vinci's “‘Last Supper,’’ and other sublime religious 
pictures. A table was covered with a white cloth; heavy silver 
candlesticks containing white wax-candles had been placed on it, 
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and a crucifix between them. Fragrant flowers, violets and roses 
were there, and on the floor to either side stood magnificent ole- 
anders. His servants knelt at the open door, and across the wide 
corridor was heard the tinkling of a silvery bell, while slowly the 
priest approached, devoutly bearing the Holy Viaticum, 

He awoke—to find it was all deception. Yet it was no de- 
ception. The Christ-Child had invisibly sent his angel to prepare 
the way also to this poor, unhappy heart. The sick man rang 
the bell to call the servant. ‘‘Go immediately to the priest, beg 
of him to come to me very soon to administer the last sacraments.’’ 

The servant could at first scarcely believe that he had under- 
stood his master’s words; and who can imagine the venerable 
old pastor’s surprise at this message? Full of joy both hastened 
to make the dream a reality. When the first rays of the sun fell 
on the snow-covered field and on the tall chimneys and roofs of 
the foundry, they also illumined the beautifully decorated room 
of Mr. N , and some of the beams rested mildly on his pale but 
peaceful countenance. After so many years he celebrated once 
more a happy Christmas. It was his last on earth. 

His charity merited for him this grace, and with works of 
charity he ended his life, for a large portion of his wealth he 
willed to charitable institutions. 


“Chis Morning at Holy Communion T Made an Offering 
of Myself to God.” 





Beautiful and edifying was the death of Sister Clarissa, of 
the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, whose noble, ideal life came 
to a sudden close a short time ago in Pine Bluff, Ark. as a result 
of a street car accident. Having alighted from one car, and in 
the act of crossing the street, Sister Clarissa collided with anoth- 
er, the wheels of which passed over her lower limbs, badly crush- 


ing and mutilating them. 
In speaking of the passing away of Sister Clarissa, a writer 


in the Louisville Record says: ‘‘From the time she was brought 
into the convent, until about five minutes before she died she was 
perfectly conscious; she was perfectly resigned to everything. 
She asked me not to hesitate to tell if the doctors thought she 
would die. She said to me: ‘This is the will of God. This 
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morning at Holy Communion I made an offering of myself to God, 
accepting any manner of death He had in store forme. No one 
is to blame for this. I saw the car, but thought I could pass, 
when I fell.’ 

‘She asked me to get the little leaflet with the prayer on it 
that she had said in the morning after Holy Communion, so that 
she could again repeat the act of resignation. I read it slowly, 
and she in a voice stronger than mine repeated every word after 
me. Sheasked me to pray aloud, which I did, saying the Litany 
of the Sacred Heart for the dying. She answered each prayer. 
In the ambulance to the hospital one of the doctors and I were 
with her. She continued to pray and told me about little things 
in her charge that would have to be seen to. She said, ‘Tell 
Sister Mary Ernest to see that the sanctuary lamp has enough oil 
in it for the night.’ That was what she always attended to. In 
a few minutes she said, ‘Tell Sister Mary Malachy she will have 
to bake altar bread tomorrow.’ She seemed to think of every little 
thing. 

‘Before putting her on the operating table the doctors found 
her too weak to attempt anything. She said, ‘I believe if I 
could receive Holy Communion now I would die.’ Father brought 
It to her at once. She was perfectly conscious, and continued to 
pray and kiss her crucifix until about five or ten minutes before 
the end. Her death was beautiful—without the least struggle, I 
could hardly tell when the last breath came. I have never seen 
a happier death.’’ 


A Fatal Dream. 





A certain priest well acquainted with a distinguished family, 


one day madea visit at their home. The only daughter, a young 
lady of eighteen years, in the bloom of youth, and usually light- 


hearted and gay, was standing at the window sad and silent, her 
head resting on her hand. ‘‘What is the trouble, Miss L..,’’ in- 
quired the priest, ‘‘why are you so pale and downcast?’’ She re- 
plied, ‘“Well, Father, I had a strange dream last night; let me 
relate it to you.’’ 

“It seemed to me I was in a large, grand hall, brilliantly 
illuminated, and filled with delightful perfumes and enchanting 
music. Dancing couples glided merrily through the spacious hall, 
I myself among them, joyful and happy. Outside it was dark, the 
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storm beat furiously against the window-panes. Suddenly, the 
strains of music became shrill and confused, the floor shook be- 
neath my feet, the candles flickered high, aud for a moment 
threw a greenish light upon the corpse-like faces, then went out. 
Everything was dark. Tender hands raised me up and carried 
me, I know not for how long a time. 

‘“At last it seemed as though scales had fallen from my eyes, 
and I saw an ocean of light most wonderful to behold. Upon a 
throne studded with diamonds, sat one whose face I did not rec- 
ognize. All around stood bright dazzling figures, arrayed in gar- 
ments white as snow, who beckoned, and stretched their arms 
towards me. From beneath the throne, sprung forth a stream, 
clear as crystal. Involuntarily, I directed my glance downwards, 
I saw myself, but the sight made me shudder. I began to feel 
more and more uncomfortable. The light blinded me but gave 
no warmth. The melodies I heard were sweet and gentle, but 
they made me feel sad and melancholy. Hot tears rolled down 
my cheeks. 

‘Where am I?’ I asked, alarmed. 

***You are in heaven,’ replied a gentle voice. 

***Who brought me here?’ I exclaimed hastily, ‘I can’t stand 
it here, take me away!’....And I was taken to another place. I 
lay on soft cushions in a dimly lighted room. From the distance 
I heard the steps of gay dancers, the joyful sound of music. An 
indescribable longing for the pleasures of life took possession of 
my heart and I felt drawn by magnetic force to join the merry 
crowd. I arose, jerked open the door—there all at once I saw 
myself, lying pale inacoffin. Dull and heavy, resounded twelve 
strokes... . I awoke. 

Cold perspiration rolled down my forehead—lI lay on my bed, 
it was midnight—the heavens strewn with an infinite number of 
shining stars gazed into my lonely chamber. Thank God, it was 
only a dream....”’ 

“Only a dream!’’ replied the priest after a pause. 

‘‘Certainly, dreams are only bubbles,’ she continued; ‘‘nev- 
ertheless, this dream is very inopportune today. I fear it will 
spoil my entire evening.”’ 

‘So you expect to attend a society gathering yet tonight?’’ 

**Yes, but only a little family-ball, only out of consideration. 
You do not consider dancing sinful, do you ?”’ 

‘‘Not in itself,’’ said the priest, “‘But do you mean to dance 


tonight ?’’ 
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‘‘Of course,’’ she answered, rather irritated. ‘‘In fact, I must, 
for my father wishes it.’’ 

“Well, then, may God be with you. But enjoy yourself in 
such a manner that you may once be able to endure the pleasures 
of heaven. Good-by!’’ 

The girl went to the ball. Amid the gaiety and festivities of 
the evening, the thought of the awful dream was forced more and 
more to the background. She was soon entirely absorbed in the 
pleasures of the moment. Before long, however, she fainted 
away, and was carried to an adjoining room. What there took 
place in her soul, no one but God knows. Those in attendance 
heard her utter in great anguish only these words: ‘“‘I can’t stand 
it here, take me away.’’ 

In a short time she opened her eyes again. She felt perfectly 
well and strong. With eagerness she asked to return to the hall, 
and passionately threw herself into the tumult of the dance. 

But, behold—as the clock strikes twelve, at midnight, she 
faints away again—life has vanished—she is acorpse! May God 
have mercy on her soul! 

Will-she be able to stand it now? 


Kappy Death on First Communion Day. 





Not many years ago, relates Father Buchmann, a little girl, 
pure as an angel, knelt at the altar-railing on her First Holy Com- 
munion day, and fervently begged her Divine Lord Whom she had 
just received, for a special grace. Her fervent prayer to Jesus 
was, to let her die in the white robe of innocence. What hap- 
pened? That same evening after sundown, the child’s beautiful 
soul passed to the bosom of God, and she was laid out in the same 
white garment she had wornthat morning. Many tears were shed 
over her, but the parents’ grief was mitigated by the consoling 
thought that God had called away their child in its first innocence, 
which later on she might have lost and perhaps never attained 
heaven. 

The child’s father, who for years had beed addicted to an evil 
habit, was so overcome at the sudden loss of his daughter, that he 
completely changed his life. What previously could not be effected 
by admonitions and sermons, had now been accomplished by God’s 
grace, at sight of the angelic countenance of his departed child. 











St. Michael the Archangel, Administers holy Communion 
to $t. Gerard. 





ERARD Majella was born in Muro, near the city of Naples, 
April 6, 1726. When but six years of age, he took as 
much delight in going to holy Mass, as other children do 

- to their favorite games. As soon as the priest elevated 
the sacred host, he bowed down to the floor and remained in this 
attitude a long time. Owing to the lively faith which was por- 
trayed on all his features, and the child-like candor he evinced, 
nothing peculiar or unnatural could be discovered in his conduct. 
He not infrequently beheld the image of a beautiful child in the 
sacred host, and often at the Communion of the priest when the 
sacred species was consumed, he burst into tears. His longing 
for this heavenly food was indescribable, and it grieved him to be 
refused by his pastor, whenever he asked permission to satisfy 
his ardent desire. 

But one day, when Gerard was about seven years old and 
was assisting at holy Mass in the Cathedral, he could no longer 
suppress this longing when he saw the faithful approach the holy 
table. He arose from his place, and as though unconsciously 
following some divine attraction, he, too, walked up to the altar 
and knelt with the rest to receive Holy Communion. The priest, 
however, passed him by, as one would a child that by chance had 
crowded tothe front. Sorrowful and bathed in tears, Gerard went 
home, and, as he could not conceal his trouble in his heart, he 
confided it to several persons with whom he was familiar, among 
them a certain Emmanuela Vetromile, a woman who loved him 
as her own child, and who, like a mother, tried to console him 
in his distress. 
=x. Meanwhile, our Divine Lord Himself imparted the most ef- 























fectual consolation to His little servant. The following night an 
angel, whom he recognized as St. Michael, brought him the heav- 
enly Manna. It is related, that early the next morning, Gerard 
went to his maternal friend, Vetromile, and in all simplicity 
told her what had happened to him the previous night. He ex- 
claimed joyfully, ‘“‘Last night St. Michael brought me our Lord 
in holy Communion !’’ 

After he had become a religious, and being obliged by obedi- 
ence, he revealed this wonderful event. He said that his extraor- 
dinary love for St. Michael dated from that time, and that since 
then, the statue of the holy angel had always occupied a promi- 
nent place on his little altar. The Holy Communion which was 
administered to him by the hands of the angel, seems, however, 
not to have been the only instance in which God so wonderfully 
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satisfied the holy desires of the child. A priest one day found 
him kneeling before the altar, and in surprise asked him what he 
was doing there. Gerard replied, ‘‘A little child came out from 
the tabernacle, and gave me Holy Communion.”’ 

It is but natural that incidents of this kind should enkindle 
in the heart of the little Saint an ever increasing love towards 
the Blessed Sacrament, and an ardent desire to visit his hidden 
Savior as often as possible. “‘Come, let us go to visit Jesus in the 
tabernacle,’’ he was often heard to say, when the bells summoned 
the faithful to the church. In leisure hours he frequently stole 
away, and went to the near-by church of St. Mark, where with- 
out restraint and undisturbed he could abandon himself to the 
feelings of his heart and to contemplation. 

Finally, when he had almost reached the age of ten years, 
his spiritual director satisfied his longing for the Bread of heaven, 
and permitted him to receive It. This day was for him, indeed, 
one of great joy. His innocent heart, already sanctified by 
mortification and glowing with love, received his Lord with a 
disposition which enabled the Eucharistic Food to impart to him 
the fullness of its nourishing power and sweetness. After receiv- 
ing the sacred host, the boy remained immovable, as if in a trance, 
and during the long thanksgiving which he made, those who were 
present could refresh and edify themselves at sight of his angelic 
countenance. From that time forward, Gerard received Holy 
Communion with the permission of his confessor every other day. 


Brought Back to Ris Duty of Hearing Mass. 





In the city of Auxerre, France, there lived a farmer who ha- 
bitually neglected Mass on Sundays. The residing physician, Dr. 
Paradise, was no less a good and faithful Catholic, than a skilled 
practician in the science of medicine. With Christian charity he 
devoted himself to his vocation, and availed himself of every 
opportunity to bring back to their religious duties, those of his 
patients whom he found neglectful. 

One day, as the farmer was driving a heavy wagon, he acci- 
dentally ran against the physician’s carriage and smashed it; the 
doctor himself sustained several injuries. Frightened at what had 
happened, the farmer at first feared that he had gotten himself 
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into great trouble, but felt greatly relieved when he recognized 
that it was Dr. Paradise. 

‘Oh, pardon me, Doctor,’’ he said confused, ‘“‘pardon my 
carelessness, I hope you are not seriously hurt. And as to the car- 
riage, I greatly regret, being a poor man, I can not pay for the 
damage.’”’ 

“It would no doubt be a difficult matter for you, my friend, 
to repair my carriage,’’ was the mild reply, ‘‘and to ask you to 
pay for it would be useless. But we must come to some agree- 
ment. I shall not ask you to make good the damage done, on 
condition that you go to Mass every Sunday this year, and pray 
for me.”’ 

Much pleased at being released from the obligation on such 
easy conditions, the farmer accepted the proposal. When the 
year was up he called on the physician, to express his grati- 
tude again, and told him that since the day of the accident he 
had never missed Mass on Sundays or Holydays. 

‘Very well,’’ replied the doctor good-naturedly, ‘‘as you have 
gone to Mass this year to pay for smashing my carriage, I hope 
you will continue to the end of your life, in order that on the 
Day of Judgment you may prevent a catastrophe coming upon 
you, which would be far worse than the breaking of my vehicle.’’ 

Touched at the doctor’s exceeding kindness and charity, the 
farmer promised to continue. faithfully in doing his duty in this 
regard. 


Ain Unhappy Son! — An Unhappy Mother! 





A youth who had been placed in a college, was accustomed 
to receive Holy Communion frequently, and was happy and con- 
tented. When his worldly-minded mother heard of her son’s 
pious practice, she called on the rector of the institution and said, 
“I hear that you are training my son to become a devotee, but I 
wish to inform you that by no means shall he become a monk 
or a Jesuit.’’ 

Poor woman! Fearing lest her son might consecrate his life 
to God, she took him away and placed him in the city, under 
different influence and in different surroundings. ‘‘At any rate,”’ 
thought the mother, ‘“‘he will not communicate so often.’’ The 
inevitable consequences followed. As he approached the sacra- 
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ments less and less frequently, he naturally fell into all sins and 
vices. By and by he merely made his Easter duty. The unfort- 
unate mother now became aware of what she had done. In her 
grief and sorrow, she once more turned to her boy’s former direct- 
or, earnestly begging him to bring her son back to the practice of 
frequent Communion and to change his evil habits. 

“It is too late,’? answered the rector sadly, “‘I have done my 
part, you must now do yours.’’ ’ 

Not long afterwards, the young man died a victim of his pas- 
sions. 

Christian parents! consider well your duties and responsibil- 
ities. Do not lightly endanger the salvation of your sons and 
daughters, by preventing them in the choice of their vocation. 
Do not be avaricious towards God if He calls one or even several 
of your children to His service. They were given to you by Him, 
and He has aright to them. Or is it not an honor fora Christian 
family to have a priest or a religious among its members? Re- 
member that if a person mistakes his vocation, it is very difficult 
for him to save his soul. But frequent Communion is a powerful 
means as well as a sure sign of salvation. 


Mother and Daughter Receive Cheir First holy Communion. 





Adele through the mercy of God had received that inestimable 
gift, the light of Faith. Only those who have experienced it can 
realize what a revelation it is, this emerging from the darkness of 
Protestantism into the marvelous light of truth. Entrance into 
the true fold meant for Adele—belonging to the Anglican High 
Church—financialruin. For herself this would have been nothing, 
but there were others to suffer for her sake. 

“It is the barrier that will grow up between me and my child,”’ 
she said with trembling voice to Rev. W., the priest who was in- 
structing her. ‘‘Lily is extremely bitter against the Catholic 
religion. I can’t tell why, she never learned it from me most 
certainly.’’ 

“‘Let us do what we can and leave the rest to God. I think 
your daughter will become a Catholic notwithstanding her preju- 
dice,’’ answered the priest. 

“I will at any cost follow the light God has given me,’’ re- 
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plied Adele, ‘“‘but don’t ask me to deceive myself, I can never 
believe that my daughter will embrace a faith she hates.”’ 

‘*You may feel so Adele,’’ remarked the priest, ‘‘I for my part 
will ask the Blessed Virgin for Lily’s conversion, and I am sure 
she will not refuse me.”’ 

No one knew that Adele was under instructions or that she 
had the slightest thought of becoming a Catholic. It was only a 
few days since the above conversation had taken place. 

Lily was in the habit and very fond of reading aloud to her 
mother. The thought came to Adele, she didn’t know why, to 
ask for the history of the English Reformation, from Green’s 
standpoint the noted Protestant Historian. 

Lily curled herself up in an armchair and began to read. 
One year previous she had taken her class-prize for examination 
on this very topic and studied from this same book. It wasa 
subject of which she never tired, and at her mother’s request she 
entered into it with her usual relish, thinking what a fine thing 
it was that these grand references had swept away all the terrible 
errors of Rome and left the Anglican Church pure. 

Not a word had been spoken since the reading began. Sud- 
denly the book fell from Lily’s hands, and in a quick, nervous 
tone she exclaimed, ‘‘I thought I belonged to the Church founded 
by Christ and His apostles 1800 years ago.” 

“‘And don’t you?’’ said Adele. 

“‘No, this is the Church of Henry VIII.’’ was the reply. 

The scales had fallen from her eyes. The dear Mother of 
God didn’t refuse the prayer of the pious priest. In that moment 
light was shed and the favorite topic bore indeed a different 
fruit. Oh, the wonderful goodness of God! Only a month later 
on the 21st of July, 1882, the waters of baptism were poured upon 
that favored mother and child. Together they entered the one 
fold. Side by side at the altar they knelt on that beautiful feast 
of the Assumption, and for the first time received their God. 

S. F. H. 


Remark.—Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Dignity of the Priest. 


(From the revelations of St. Bridget.) 





Regarding the dignity of the priest, we find a number of 
sublime passages in the writings of St. Bridget. Let us mention 
but one. Our Lord on one occasion complained to the Saint 
about some of His consecrated servants, that they did not conduct 
themselves as the dignity and duty of their state requires. He 
therefore requested St. Bridget to admonish them to change their 
lives, and called her attention to the extraordinary graces He had 
conferred on priests. Our Lord said to her: ‘‘Behold, My daugh- 
ter, I am like a person, who, when about to depart from this 
world, bequeathes to his best beloved friends, the most precious 
gift he possesses. Thus when departing from this world I en- 
trusted to the priests, whom I have chosen in preference to all 
angels and saints, with that which is most dear to Me, and have 
left them five gifts: My faith, the two keys for hell and for heav- 
en, the power to change an enemy of God into a saint, the power 
to consecrate My sacred body, which is not vouchsafed to an 
angel, and the privilege to touch My most pure body with their 
hands.”’ 


Wanted: A first-class farm-hand who thoroughly understands 
all kinds of farm work and is careful in the use of horses. Milking 
not required. Yearly wages, including board and washing, $400. 

Recommendation of the pastor desired. Address: 


Sister Mary Joseph, 
Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 














More Than 200,000 Families. 
The 


Greatest Masterpiece of Christian Art 


Is Doubtless 


THE LAST SUPPER 


By Leonard da Vinci. 


It represents the moment when Christ said to His apostles: 
“‘One of you is about to betray Me.” The famous Italian painter 
has succeeded marvelously well in reproducing the effect of our 
Lord’s words upon the apostles. 


More than 200,000 families have adorned their dwellings with 
a reproduction of this painting. Many others would certainly 
likewise be anxious to obtain a good copy of the original, if they 
knew where it could be procured. We have an excellent repro- 
duction of this picture in photo-tone. 

Size 21 x 34 in. postpaid, only 60 cents. 


Something Suitable for a Present! 


Fine Photo-tone Pictures. 


Price within the reach of all. 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 in. $o. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16 x 23” 
Sacred Heart of Jesus I9 X 25” 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19 xX 25” 
Death of St. Joseph 16x 25” 
The Holy Face 16x21” 
Ecce Homo 14x19” 
Agony of our Lord is xa1” 
Mother Most Sorrowful 13x21” 
Mother Most Amiable 16 x 25” 
Mother Most Admirable 10x17” 
Angel Guardian tae és” 
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Three Valuable Books 


Life of Father Paul 
of Moll 


Priest of the Order of Saint Benedict 





TRANSLATED FROM THE FLEMISH BY A 
MEMBER OF THE ORDER 


Price $1.00 





Consoling Revelations 


From the Writings of 
Saints Gertrude, Mechtild, Catharine, Bridget 


By Lewis BLosius 


Price 35 cents 





Inspiring Words 
of the Blessed Cure of Ars 


Translated from the French of 
M. L’aABBE MONNIN 


Price 30 cents 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
CLYDE, 


- MO. 


Every subscriber to TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY, send- 
ing us 10 cents, is entitled to the following three booklets, either in 
German or English: 


“Conformity to the Will of God,” 64 pages. 
““Magnificence of the Love of God,” 64 pages. 
“If Thou Canst Believe,”’ 32 pages. 

















A Home Remedy. When the chilly and 
damp weather sets in, many people take cold and con- 
tract rheumatism, which frequently is very painful, and, 
besides, often prevents the sufferer from attending to his 
duties. We have a most effective remedy: 


‘Santa Barbara Liniment’’ 


which may be applied for rheumatism of this kind, with 
excellent results. 

During the last years we have received very many 
testimonials, expressing gratitude, and acknowledging 
the efficaciousness of this liniment. This remedy should be 
a home remedy, and ought always to be kept on hand, 
that it can be applied, when any member of the family has 
contracted rheumatism or neuralgia by a cold. 

Price per bottle, postpaid $1.00 


HAVE YOU READ 


“FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” 


the marvellous “WONDER-WORKER”’ of our days? 
Do not fail to procure this most interesting as 
well as edifying book. Every page is a treasure and 
will be enjoyed and appreciated by every one. 
Handsomely printed and beautifully bound in blue 
cloth with gold stamping; five full-page illustrations; 400 
pages. Sent prepaid to any address $1.00 
A copy of “FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” would make 


a most welcome gift. 


Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 











